a PAPERS RESPECTING ADVANCES AND REPAYMENTS 

fied by them, and such short deeds of conveyance as Mr. Furlong shall see requisite 
for the public are executed by the parties, the Chamberlain be authorized to 
discharge the amount, in order that no delay should occur to the progress of the 
works. 

(signed) Win. Gibson , Mayor. 

Edm d Morony , junior, -> 

11 . W Brerelon, jShcriffs. 
Edward Parker , Town Clerk. 



I certify that the above Resolution was read at the Court of Doyer Hundred 
held on the 13th October 1835, and that the same passed unanimously. 

(signed) John B. Westropp, 
Common Speaker. 



I certify the above to be correct, 



(signed) D. F. G. Mahony, 

Aldennan and Chamberlain. 
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SCHEDULE. 



Representatives "of David 
Roche. 


- - Interest in ground and houses, Castle- 
street, Limerick, held under lease for 999 


£. s. d. 

500 - - 




years from 1778, at 3?. rent. 




James Sexton - 


- - Interest in same under lease from 
Benjamin Roche, for 900 years from 182^, 


1,000 - - 




at 63 /.rent 




Lord Gort - - - 


- - Plot and houses at Thomond-gate 
held in fee farm. 


251 t 3 


David Cullen - - 

Patrick M'Namara - -J 


- - Interest in plot, part of same, held under 
lease for 31 years - 


.1 15 

l 5 - - 


Thomas Fitzpatrick - 


- - Interest in house, part of same, under 
lease for one life, and 37 years unexpired. 


45 - - 


Patrick Kennedy 


- - Interest in house, part of same, under 
lease for one life. 


40 - - 


John M'Cormick 


- - Interest in angle of garden, part of 
same. 


5 ~ - 


Dennis Charey 


- - Interest in plot and workshop, part of 


2 5 - - 




same, under lease for one life or 31 years. 




Thomas Gloster 


- - To build gateway, piers, and lodge on 
ground, part of the Corporation estate, in 
lieu of gateway, piers, and lodge, in ground 
belonging to Thomas Gloster, and given in 


75 - 




exchange by him. & 






Total - - - 


U953 - - 



There .s not in this office any Schedule of Payments made for the approaches to Tho- 
mond Bridge. The foregoing Schedule was submitted by the Board’s solicitor as the pur- 
pose to which the Limerick Corporation noshed to apply a snm paid for ground taken Burn 
that body for the use of die Lunatic Asylum upon which the Commi.siS.ers signified that 
a^ntV^SveJ^ ^ aPPl,Ca ‘ ,0n °‘ ‘ he ie parties executing Lr proper 



Office of Public Works, 
23 March 1841. 



} 



(signed) Ilenry R, Paine, Secretary. 
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Sii’> Limerick, 21 May 1837. 

I received your letter of the 1 8th instant, requesting me to inspect the work 
in rebuilding Thomond Bridge. 

Accordingly I visited the works, accompanied by Mr. W. H. Owen, the resident 

engineer. 

In the first place I have to state that very little work has been done in build- 
ing ; only two abutments are up to the springing of the arches, and part of one 
pier. 

This I consider to be injudiciously arranged, as three weeks at least of fine 
weather, of the best part of the season, has been allowed to pass over without 
anything being done, when some hundreds of workmen and labourers are out of 
employment. 

The masonry, as far as I could see, is not of so good a description as I could 
wish. The skew backs, and other parts of the ashlar work in the beds and joints, 
are not well worked. The backing also is of an inferior quality for such a 
structure. 

_ I stated my opinion to Mr. Owen on the spot, and pointed out what I con- 
sidered the defective part, who coincided with me in the same opinion, and he 
promised in future to have it done better, and not to allow the objected parts to 
remain. 

The materials now lying on the ground are of excellent quality, but in most 
cases not sufficiently worked. Mr. Owen will take care, I have no doubt, that 
they shall be improved before being set in the work. 

In examining Mr. Owen’s. estimate of the works, relative to the advances to be 
made to the contractors, it is made out from the actual quantity of materials 
delivered, but it appears the prices attached are too high ; and instead of advancing 
3,500 I consider the sum of 2,800 /. sufficient for what work is done and the 
materials furnished on the ground, at the bridge. It would have been advisable 
not to have given so large a sum until the whole of the piers had been founded, 
and I would take the liberty of recommending to the Board to insist upon the 
contractors getting on with the coffer-dams, so as to get the pier in before the 
next winter, when the arches can be turned ; and not to advance more money upon 
the materials, but for the work actually completed. 

The coffer-dams for founding the piers are very ineffectually constructed from 
the loose stone and rubbish thrown down from the old bridge ; and not being 
sufficiently water-tight, it causes a great deal of labour and expense in pumping and 
scooping out the water, which cannot be got out to the foundation, consequently 
the work cannot possibly be set and bonded as it ought to be. 

The contractors have got possession of the Castle-street approaches, and the 
old houses are nearly levelled. 

The approaches on the north side are nearly completed, with the exception of 
some little excavation, parapet wall, and metalling the road. 

In a work of this magnitude and importance the masonry requires to be well 
put together, and for this purpose I would suggest to the Board the importance of 
enforcing strict attention in the superintendence, to see that the whole is executed 
in a workmanlike manner; and in addition to Mr. Owen’s attention, it might be 
advisable to employ a good practical mason, whose undivided attention shall be 
given to the execution of the work by being constantly on the spot, as the founda- 
tion of the piers in particular is a work of the utmost importance to the stability 
of the bridge. 

I am, &c. 

Henry R. Paine, Esq. (signed) Thomas Rhodes. 

&c. &c. 



205. 
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Sir, Limerick, 14 October 1837. 

I received a letter from you this morning, requesting a report from me of how 
the work is being carried on for rebuilding Thomond Bridge, and stating that 
the Board had heard, indirectly, that it was not proceeding in a workmanlike 
manner. 

I beg to state our works are proceeding in a (to my mind) satisfactory way. 
Great delay and unnecessary expense has been incurred by the contractor, in con- 
sequence of his having thrown down the old bridge into the river, the loose stones 
and rubbish of which he has had to clear away for some feet, to get in the founda- 
tions of his piers ; and having to work in 9 and 1 o feet of water, clearing the bottom of 
loose stones, &c. for the coffer-dams, has caused a great expenditure of time and 
money. I conceived it my duty to insist upon the coffer-dams being made tight, so 
as to enable me to properly examine the foundations; this, upon such a* loose 
bottom, was a very troublesome job. 

I will forward by tomorrow’s post a detailed statement, showing the work per- 
formed since the 1st of January 1837 ; and also a report of how the work is done. 
In the meantime I beg to assure the Board that every stone has been laid under 
the inspection of myself’, or of a person whom I felt it necessary to place there 
as my assistant. 

I have, &c., 

Henry R. Paine, Esq. (signed) William H. Owen. 

&c. &c. 



— 5 .— 

Sir, _ Limerick, 8 June 1839. 

I regret to inform you that our works at Thomond Bridge have been injured; 
the circumstances are as follows : 

On Friday last, about two o’clock p.m. one of the arches came down with a 
tremendous crash, without giving the least notice ; fortunately no one was 
injured. 

The cause of failure was from the large quantity of filling having become satu- 
rated with water from the late heavy rains, forced out the external “spandril,” and 
the arch not having any filling on the far side, to resist the pressure on the near 
side, forced up the arch and brought it down. 

This hand-sketch will show more clearly what I wish to explain. 

North side. 




Section. 



The third arch is down, the centre having been receutly struck, and the work 
was all green. J 

I think it due to myself to state to the Board that I felt it my duty frequently to 
.n u ntl0 \ 0f Mr. Pam to the necessity of having internal spandrils, to 
g en the haunches of the arches ; but he was not bound to put them in by his 
specification, and holding a different opinion from me as to their necessity, he 
declined doing so. , 

■ Mr 'u “Sing great and every exertion to rectify the evil, and we are work- 
mg night and day tides to repair the damage. 

In the new work, and every other arch, Mr. Pain will build internal 
spandrils. 

I am 
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I am sorry to be obliged further to state, that the second arch will have to come 
down, as it is very much distorted, and the two top courses of the pier displaced 
about an inch ; with this exception the piers are quite safe. 

Mr. Rhodes visited the works on Tuesday last, and was pleased with their 
appearance. 

I have, &c. 

Henry R. Paine, Esq. (signed) William H. Owen. 

&c. &c. Dublin. 



Office of Public Works, Dublin, 
24 March 1841. 






HENRY R. PAINE, 

Secretary. 
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